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Dear State Leaders,

I’'m writing in support of Rapid City’s proposal to turn the old rail line along
Highway 44 between Rapid City and Kadoka into a new bike path.

| would like to point to the work of Dr. Thomas Power, an economist at the
University of Montana, who lays out a strong case that new economy of the
American West is based in recreation.

A bike path along this rail line, similar to the beloved Mickelson Trail, would
would draw recreational tourists from around the world—by allowing the
connection, via bicycle, from the Rapid City Regional Airport to both the
Black Hills and the Badlands.

This bike path would be a boon to both the Ag economy and the tourist
economy in western South Dakota. Landowners and small towns along the
line could set up bed and breakfast type lodging and have a second source
of income when and if the ag economy becomes difficult.

Like the Mickelson Trail, small fees charged to access this bike path could
pay for its maintenance and upkeep. Like the Mickelson Trall, this path will
pay for itself over and over again for generations to come in tourism
revenue.

| hope the authorities with power over this decision will have the vision to
see the potential for a bike path along this rail line for the next century and
beyond.

Sincerely,

Charles Michael Ray

324 Saint Andrew

Rapid City, SD




| live on Dunn Road, and every day | wish for a trail. Why? Safety.

| am an equestrian, mountain biker, hiker, cross country skier, and an
overall outdoor enthusiast.

| no longer walk, bike, or cool out my horse on any pavement due to safety.
I've nearly been run off the road, a road that has no shoulders, and for that
reason | don't have a safe place to play less than 30 minutes from home (not
in city limits).

It would be a luxury to be able to go that short distance on pavement to
enjoy a trail.

The way | would give back? | would be happy to volunteer to help keep it
clean and maintained. | have been waiting for an opportunity like this.

Please keep me in the loop on additional developments.
Thank you!

Leanne Olson
605-484-0841



C obDa %PO“%%\"{% ' ) 20 A0206
2206 C\?jme' Ave Qanvary 9
K“{4M470ﬂ, M3 HROO

Déau(‘ MF COPQ \

—

L am a smalfl buswwsy that

§aru1ces dor (ocal raal “yay ls uur\r\/\q

Q \%J“ o’g VC(/\“V&\ b\éyc(e"; i OU(“ \l-—(“cm \
br\\/(js Y\uwé«ﬁec)\g \Q pom “\‘V\ow&ima\s
of- Uisiters « \/ear‘] gor +ran VSe

.T\Y\e ol also hO%‘{‘ Snow Mo biles
|\ JVV\e LUW\‘LCW, awn o wany Sma( |
+ o ng Nave b‘e\/‘(g(‘Hf’()\ -@{’OVV\\\OQF‘

Season " —“ounste,

R

j_ v/j(rfcw\\e)\?r hop@ S0
Hees “he Q@é;@(\og\\ir\eg

-

| a v opos<

%\?V\Sca\e ‘]/POU oty edditiona
O

atacts and O‘Fﬂamjwﬁwﬂg e
- show You The g reats results

s Dakota
- rfevenve



—

Please Condact me.
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